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of the Grand Lodge of |[PA

GRAND MASTER a7/ A F
December 201289 | t
Br ot her S. E u F
Right Worshi pfu a

Brethren, you did godod wotk sheoagtedadective

wi | | serve our fraternity here in Pennsylyv
future Grand Masters you granted the privi
electing men of their caliber to their posi
with their accomplishments as | wil|l be.

The success or failure of any | eader can Dbe
and acceptance of their ideas for i mproveme,]

started under this Grand Mast er h proventhemselves o
to be worthwhile additions to our Masonic offerings here in Pennsylvania.

Il n an effort to be more transparent to botlt

Grand Lodge we have worked diligently towar
past two years. We have endeavored to be gc
trust . | f I deas | had for the better ment o
those who will succeed me as Grand Master t|
to spending member money on something that
Master took office. Wi th that in mind | hav
he would be continuing as worthwhile as he |

This administration wanted to emphasize Ed:
members as wel | as showcasing the values an
Pennsyl vani a.

lhttpwww. masonicart.net/art.html, accessed 29 August 2017
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Some things that seemed to work and be accepted by local leadership and members include:

Academy of Masoni c Knowl edge meetings beir
Jjurisdiction as wel |l as in different parts ¢
Facebook page now reaches on average around

We have insisted that stated meetings have ¢
i nterest in attendance at | ocal | odge meetin
We <constituted another Traditional Observan
satisfying ourselves that the concept was wo
charter members of the new | odge had the en

with new members dedicated to perpetuating o

Our | eader ship seminars wi | | continue nex-t
Pennsyl vania Masons as a self hel p opportui
empl oyees who wish to take advantage of the

seminar s, but rather oppor tdungdarisasnatlo |iemapd eor
benefit of themselves, their family and t hei
not promote this self devel opment opportuni
represent who joined us and were | ooking fo
opportunities to serve i n | eadership positio
What these | eadership seminars emplihasiez evhion ¢
| eadership in society should be aware of as
il f service i s beneath you¢ then | eadership I

We sponsored an Art Contest to highlight Ma
attracted contestants from throughout the Un

worl d. As this continues the Grand Lodge of
will truly bié#ovecsgwonifzedheadmrts and sciences
We initiated ri

t ual contests to emphasize t
and separating the Masonic community from o
wi nners of t hat cont est being recognized t

0
point out to prospéaéctsievee tlheea diempso rwhaon cdkeonof d
e

the ritual we are not a Masonic Lodge we ar
Any group of Masons can start a club. We ha
| odges through our degree ritual and our re
our stated meetings. |t separates us from o

copied their vision from the Masonic fratern
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ave continued to recognize Masons who sc
fraternity by earning Master Builder, M

usiasm with their brothers wil|l go a | o
with whom they share their Masonic exper

e
em honored here today as well . Their ent ht
t
n

have encouraged respectful communicati on

t h

in our | odges and within the hierarchy o

have tried to demonstrate the 1 mportance

ur

p
de
h

District Deputies set the standard by n

ng back a bit we have revisedifEtxeempama
t avai®dabMheonhe® oomdayne to avoid the e
g to have a printed copy may be abl e t

p i

[
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was mentioned a® {hasgwralndt Matst awe wer ¢
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ments to our fraternity but rat her t o [
y opportunity for men of our craft to s
I s cvamatbewwsete do to give men the opportuni

Freemason you have been given a chance
d i n a very speci al and uni que way. C
masonry you took on a responsibility to
rd your fell ow man. | f I can offer y Ou
urage you to embrdberthabsraswangsi lbieleint
al ways been egos and ment al Il 1l ness am
family and friends who embarrass us wit
[ the world to fright@&nwiusdamdi maggklea ais
e us. But those challenges and how we
rnity is, has been throughout I ts exis
tomorrow through its teachings. Il f t he
we must continue to bring good men to

from this room today and continue to |
together as Freemasons, wi | | continue t
to see a brighter day.

Thank you for the privileged opportunity you




Brot her Darrin D. Catts, DisgtspcfinbDepgore.
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the | odgé%Maismontilce D42t rict will be as
(/ odge numbers [ eft t)o right, / ow t o

Yor k-2Ap&G i | GBGood SamarApgrainl 3 mosM848h 10

ShrewsbuFegbHd@8r vy Whe t ed tMaa c4h5 11 2

HebrondJd®bary 2Ri ver siFHKeb r5wWar y

Red Liovarecdh9 5 Friends-MapctBo63d

N
— e (—

4 ¥Masonic Distri
Traveling Gavel C

Brother Barry Williams,
Friendship Lodge No. 663
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Questions, Comments & Conjce
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ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST'S FESTIVAL DAY
DECEMBER 27™ by Phi I32B0 am

fErected to God and dedi catteide e arhe fHaomiyl iSa
every Freemdasloyn. Sdilbetr £, J @alsn we Kknow, John th
iSt. John tdhegnd®ré&chimstohe Evangel ifSt . (9 oimatoi)m

There iIs no proof, of cour se, t hat ei ther

Fraternity, and they most certainly were no
t hat Freemasonry has adopted them as Patro
example, from the New Testament, that John t

tradition has set his birthday as June 24t h
Mmirtchihgse two men were =exact opposites [

extrovert and man of action, whil e the Eval
meditation, and vision.

John the Evangeli st was a Galil ean, and th
Il mpul si ve, | mpetuous, and vindictive as evi
from Heaven. During that period of his |ife
James ,iSarhse of OThnunhdiesr | ater year s, his disp

known as the Disciple of LBvetbaerdiynlLMasoni c

It is known that John the Evangeli st wrote
members of the Eastern Star, it iIs interielsdad
Ladwho | ater became Electa in our Eastern St
Gospel of St . John is of wviithaolt iifropgorittasn cGh rti
but for the | essons of Brotherly Love that ¢
The original reason for the choice of these
passage of ti me. We cannot determine exactl
than St. Thomas, a stonemason.

An ol d Latin dQ@rcddemdsiotfedouwi th a Lodge at
procl amation of the Mas oOosl oagfmeBbr3dpe |ds sdeersld
were call ed, "Brethren dedicated to 9t. Johr

2http://www.themasonictrowel .com/Articles/ Symbolism/st _ 'éns
festival ., adcacye.shstend 18 December 2019 S



http://www.themasonictrowel.com/Articles/Symbolism/st_johns_files/st_john_the_evangelist_festival_day.htm
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|t further tell s us t hat prior toildaddli t
Br otd(elro8h nBr et hr en) . |l t was about at that san
the ni&@mee Masons

There is a third St. ,Joant hiomghr @emasommoy men
ritual. He 1 s St. John the Al moner, to whom
dedi cated. He is included as a Patron Saint i
native of the island of Cyprus, who in the yec:
Al exandri a. He caused a I|ist of the poor of hi
the distribution of 80,000 pieces of gol d to
betterment and relief. This was an I mmense surnm
He continued this systematic giving until hi s
ver sal admirati on, and he was enroll ed among

Eastern Church.

The Theol ogical Virtuesimdr maliltyh,r ddpmpes e mtnad

rungs o&® ODaddér in Chrisarieamenei ogedus namotur
the Baptist I s represented by Faith, John tr
Charity.

Thomas Pai ne, a Freemason, wr ot e tide i gion |
Freemasa:dmiey hi gh festi val of the Masons is o
every enlightened Mason must know that hol di
to the person called St. John, and that it i
this day that they call by that name. As 1t he
of St. John, the holding their festival on t

ei ther of tbe Saints John.

Many of Fre@eemasonrkywowl edgeabl e scholars bel i
Freemasoomiyéa®tiitean t he Holy Saints John Festiva
hi story ofbuth,e rCatafdr , i n the history of anci e
old as the ancient systems of worship of fir.
Il magination to an unknown date when the world

when knowledge did not exist, and the pri mal L
satisfaction of- hlwaodgielry ndedst, war mt h, I i gt
sepfeservation, mati ng, and the | o9okf odgehdi
understood why the wind blew, what made the r:
cold, and warmth. They had no conception of wh

and di sappeared at night. 6 S


http://www.themasonictrowel.com/Articles/Symbolism/st_johns_files/st_john_the_evangelist_festival_day.htm#

Al | primitive peoplimystrodrmet or mxpdfai nheihre sea

their emotions resulted in | oud shouts and a
think thunder and I ightning were the anger ¢
we-bkeing in His hands? What would be more | o
that the wind, the rain, the col d, and all

Unseen Presence?

The greatest mani festation of nature known

al ways present during the day, and 1 ts near
Under 1 ts gentle rays, crops grew and river
|l i ght . Sun wor shiop and fire worship were

under standi ng, as was the breath they drew.
movement from north to south during the yea
waned. Theref obllay Mitdlsel mMmengest i n terms of
was the harbinger of i f e, j ust as the Wint
decline of the Sun.

Technically, we now know that the seasons o
Earth's axis. Because the earth is rotating
fixed direction toward a point I n space ne
revolving around the Sun at the same ti me. L
I's closer to the Sun than is the Northern H
I's true. At noontime in the Northern Hemis|
Summer and | ow in the sky during Wint e ol Jotie
Primitive man did note& tnmoevemeangesi ,evidendS
observatories, such as Stonehenge on the pl a
"Sol stice" is derived from it woanldat"isni swoerrdesb:

cause to osThendl swadtl el evati on occurs about
Sol sttiltee first day of winter when the nightt
the period of sunlight is at i1ts minimum. Th
pm CST on December 21st.

Il n ancient Egypt, for example, the god Osir]
reborn on December 25t h. Il n the earliest day
representation of the god Dionysus during t1l
|t was on that day of the Winter Sol stice
December 25th. During ihboeocivedti vakyrat hg ttheen npbie
were then eaten by the women. 7S



By classical times in ancient Greece, the ht
goat. The goat | ater became the symbol for
t he Ev&ngkdsdgtsitv al Day falls wunder the zodi e
January 19t h) .

Capricorns are said to be practical, prude
humorous. These independent, rockli ke charac

How many of you Brethren were born wunder th
hands) .

Well, the choice of a goat to represent thos
good choi ce, because | have healrdl ogmaaantel tl h
only assume they were referring to some of vy

On a more serious not e, Capricorn is said toc
under the sign of Capricorn are subject to f
of the | egs. Capricorns are also subject t C
| eprosy as wel |l as anemi a, Bright's di sease,
woul d suggest at this point I's that you NEV

payments! |

Anci ent Rome had dozens of gods for every |
Empire had combined the festival siDf®s N&at sl

| nva(c"'tBi rt hday of the Unconquered Sun"). Thi
December 21st and ending on December 27t h
December 25t h. | t was a feast honoring the
i ncluded feasting, dancing, | i ghting bonfire
gi fitmmuch | i ke the tradidayomChrofbct mas peasem.dt
sec¢alled ancient pagan —religions i ncl éndaeglo dt/]
saviaomd then the ascensiofmeabawbhbdeerkesumwaeéch
flock while they were here on Earth. |t wa .
resurrection of taed Chtriwas anhdMasareds of yea
Christian religion. This ancient | egend can

The early Church wanted these pagan festival
people. The solution to the problem was si mp
pagan gods on these holidays and continue t
datiebsut under a different name. The Churcrfl3 fS<



observances would eventually Mlodhe &XWshyet hsced ee C
December 25th as a Christian holiday was fi:
the actual practice was first decreed -Chnr i2s/t
viewed this date as the rebirth of the Sun,
this period as the celebration of the natiywv

could not replace pagan holidays and cel ebr a
sec¢alled pagan symbology into its own.
Therefore, the celebration of t he Summer S

Bapti st and the <celebration of the Winter
Evangelist. The High Festival Day of the Ron

However, It took centuri edDafysr atnhde Cthrra ckittmac
exampl e, It was adopted I n Il rel and i n the
Medi terranean countri es; Austri a, Engl and a

and the Slavic countries in the 9th and 10t h

St . John the Evangeli st teaches us to subdu
Freemason | earns in Lodge. When we examine t
maj or transformation of a Yy o untge nmpaenr. e dH ey oguones
one who exhibits peace in his old age. He gc
ot hers by sharingdgbehtitsert hweadkloangfye laflflea t hi ngs,
was the only Disciple to attend the trial of
cruci fixion. When he heard about the empty
the first Di sciple to arrive. Moreover, It
home and cared for her until her death.

We know from the writings of St . John the
strai ght-ftchrawartdko know and | ove God is to ob:
grace i s Brotherly Love, and that the i deal
|t does not matter t hat there is no, nor r
Jerusal em. It does not matter whether the
Masonic Fraternity. They were selected as ou
principles of our ancient Fraternity in the
because Freemasonry regards the character ai
Saints John are fitting Patrons. Fr eemas onthye
Gol den Rule and their practice of love for t
3http://www.themasonictrowel .com/Articles/ Symbolism/st_g ofgn:

festival . adkcacye.shstend 18 December 20109
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Wit hin theiSart iJcolhen T he& E¥FesgéevaPe bDambero 2
aut hor Brother °PhstlatFdsam mM&hensuiirsg:a thir
Freemaseoemnr.ys6e TTWEp say that this statement

say the | east and | fFfelt compl/ied to share

The Third St. John of Jerusalem

Masons around the world observe St. John t
24t h and the feast of St . John the Evan
revered figures 1 n Masonriiolay e Saiantds t bodcn
referred to in Masonic ritual and | ore. B
whose | ife also merits emulation by member
He was St. John the Al moner (also known a:.
He was the son of the governor of the isl a
sixth century A.D. Of noble descent, as a
they died, after which he entered upon a
el ected Patriarch of Al exandri a, and has
Catholic churches. Hi s festival I S obser

respectivel y. 10 S



me

—+
D

® T O =" T35 O O

>
o

WHAT

Masoni c hi stori ans have suggested t
nded as the patron saint of the origi

renouncing his royal birthright he we
ri ms. He founded a h g ' g
er nal soci ety dedicat ¢ )
ded Christians, and to A N
e who visited the Hol r
s Chri st

rding ®&o RMackedy Ency
ma s @lnhreys:e nobl e and 4s
mmended this St. John e
on of a society whose (
xposed his |ife a tho t
ue. When deat h, at | as m
I's | abor s, he | eft thet S
hren, wh o ma d e It t h d
ate him. Rome <canoni ze e
John the Al moner, or ru
y Masons, whose templ e - ot
arians and which he h - ) e
reod hi m.

Tesntpylag orders throughout the worl d
ude references to the @cgoeat oharSitty J
aordinary attribute of charity IS re
unate, as well as in his establishment
Hol*y Land

| S MASONI C E DWECMAtTA rG Nm?g Degree Ritual

Master Craftsman Awar d School of Il nstructio

Academy of Masonic Knowl edge Pennsyl vani a
Quarterly Communications Online Education Sy

4dhttps://tuckahoelodge347.0rg/lodgeContent /- %2@T0Olkee% 20!

20Thi

rd%20St %2Q0J)akrcepdfed 2 January 2020 11 S
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